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Secretary of State. . 


Your Reference 


NO. 


U.K. DELEGATION, 


GENEVA. 


Your| reference No. 21 of the 21st August. Disposal . 


of British officers. 


We agree generally with the line you have taken 
a | 
eut—haxe the following comments;— 


~:a2uasafay 


Contract officers. Presumably the contracts already 


contain the normal provision of 3 months' notice or 
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1 month's pay inlieu.s. = °* 


Your paragraph 2. Gebemieal Service officers. 


Absorption in other Colonies may be difficult. It is 


BA 


“not merely a question of the type of post but also of 
the seniority of the officers, imqueation, It will 


probably prove difficult to transfer Senior Adminis tra- 


\ . . . 


tive and Judicial officers. Every effort would be made | 
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to absorb sush-effieers, but the extent to which it 


would be practicable requires detailed consideration. 


It seems desirable that the Committee should realise 


that likelihood of transfer is not an alternative to 


pines F 


compensation. : | aa Bite os ee eg Meagher a 


Special compensation on the lines of that provided 


* : 


by the Donoughmore and Soulbury Commissions in Ceylon 
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would be necessary, i.e. terms more fav urable than 
abolition of office terms in the Palestine Pensions st — pe ; he eke ve 7 : : fe | 


‘Ordinance. (Incidentally, the first sentence of your 


paragraph 3(1) is not quite accurate. Abolition of 


os 


~ - 


office terms under the Ordinance give an addition 
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over and above pension earned by length of service, 


‘ 


but sub ject to the condition that in no case can 


‘the officer get more than the normal pension earned ° 


a 2 % vi 


on reaching the age limit. 


Your paragraph 3(2). The speckad scheme adopted 


in the case of Indian officers was for special 


gratuity in addition to pension earned by length 


of service, This precedent would mot Pe followed. 


Your paregraph 4.. The fact that some officers 


are liable to compulsory transfer would not exclude 


them from option for special compensation benefits, 


i.e. they could either accept transfer offered or 


retire with compensation as they choose. 


Your paragraph 5. Special arrangements would 


also be necessary for Police other ranks, for whom 
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there is little or no prospect of absorption in other _ 


zy ae 


. Colonies. Compensation terms simi ar to, if not 


Adentical with those for ottier British offiders would 
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| DELEGATION) | 
No; 1586 jj ©. De 5.25 pem, 26th August, 1947 
26th August, 1947 oe _ = | 
unuuudY 


DIMEDIATE 

SECRET 
Following for MacGillivray from Trafford Smith, 
[Begins] 


Your letter reference No. 21 of the 2lst August. 
Disposal of British officers. 


| We agree genera, with the line you have taken 
subject to the following comments:~ 


Contract officers. Presumably the contracts 
already contain the normal provision of 5 months notice 
or 1 month's pay in lieu. . 


Y ar ph 2. Unified Service officers. 


our Pp 
Absorption in other Colonies may be difficult. It is 
not merely a question of the type oe rae but also of 


the seniority of the officers. I obably prove 
difficult to transfer Senior Administrative and Judicial 
officers. very effort would be made to absorb them, but 
the extent to which it would be practicable requires 
detailed consideration. It seems desirable that the 
Committee should realise that likelihood of transfer is 
not an alternative to compensation. 


Special Compensation on the Lines of that provided 

the Donoughmore and Soulbury Commissions in Ceylon 
would be necessary, ie. terms more favourable than 
abolition of office terms in the Palestine Pensions 
Ordinance. CE ee the first sentence ef your 
paragraph 5 (1) is not quite accurate, Abolition ef office 
erms under the Ordinance gave an addition over and abeve 
pension earned by Length ef service, but subject te the 
Gendition that in ne case can the officer get more than 
the normal pension earned on reaching the age limit). 


Yeur paragraph 5 (2). The scheme adepted in 
the case of Ind efficers was fer special abuity in 
Ss 


addition te pensien sarned by 1 h ef service. 
precedent would net (repeat “net! be fellewed. 


Your aragraph 4. The fact that sone officers 
are liable te cempulsery transfer weuld net exclude then 
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would no Soubt be necessary. (Ends). 
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awelt clarification of the constitutional arreng 


/. Tt is thought that it wilh be desirable, as soon as 
the British attitude on the*Ppalestine question is made clear 
at the United Nations Assembly, to issue an announcement to 
the Palestine Civil Service With the object of reassuring 


them that their interests will be adequately safeguarded in 


the event of constitutional changes. ‘The High Gonmissioner 
nas been conaulteé and agrees. Such an announcement would 
necesserily have to be in very general terns until the actual. 
conditions to be met are known and until compensation benefits 
to be granted have been worked ovt in detail, but it is 
suggested that the following pointe shovi.d be made:~ 


| (a) Every effort will be made to absorb expatriate 
officers serving in permanent appointments by their voluntary 
syanafer to suitable posts elsewhere in the Colonial Service. 


_(b) Expatriate officers serving in permanent 
appointments whom it is not possible ts absorb cisewhere or 
who Go not wish to secept transfer will be permitted to retire 
wita suitable compensation for loss of office. 


(e) Steps will be taken to secure the rights of none 
‘expatriate officers to retiring benefits earned under the 
Pensions and Provident Fund Ordinances, Further consideration 
of the position of non-expatréate officers must necessarily 

ements whidoh 


would replace the British administration on its withdrawal. 


| (a) British police whose normal retiring benefita 
are provided under the Police Ordinance will be granted 
enhanced benefits on premature termination of service. 
(e) The question of the terms to be granted ude 
(b) and (a) is now under active consideration. 


si 
i 


as Sub ject to any comments you may wish vo make © 


suggest that you should issue an announcenent on the above 
tines at the appropriate moment; which might be about twenty= 
four hours after cuy attitude has been made clear at New YOLE 
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GN OVirTCE TO NEW YORK 


(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations)* 


Ne. 51635 
September 25th,i947. De 5.00 pm. September 25th,1947. 


Sssss 
MOST IMMEDIATE 
SECRET 
Following for tiartin from Mathieson Colonial 


Officee 


Following is text of telegram sent to Gurney on 
future of British efficers in Palestine, 


[Begins J 


ie It is thought that it will be desirable, as 
- goen as the British attitude on the Palestine question 
is made clear at the United Nations Assembly, fo issue 
an announcement te the Palestine Civil Service with 
the ebject ef reassuring them that their interests will 


be ope aaa | Safeguarded in the event ef constitutional 


changes. e High Commissioner has been consulted and 
agrees. Such an anneuncement weuld necessarily have 
te be in very general terms until the actual cenditiens 
te be met are Knewn and until compensation benefits te 
be granted have been werked eut in detail, but it is 
suggested thet the fellowing »eints sheuld be made;:= 


(a) very effert will be made te abserb 
expatriate officers serving in permanent appeintments 
by their veluntary transfer te suitable pests elsewhere 
in the Colenial Service. 


(b) ixpatriate efficers serving in permanent 
appointments whem it is net pessible to abserb elsewhere 
er whe do net wish te accept transfer will be permitted 
te retire with suitable cempensatien fer less of office. 


(c) Steps will be taken te secure the rights 
ef nen-expatriate efficers te retiring benefits earned 
under the Pensions and Prevident Fund Ordinances. 
Further censideratien ef the hears pat ef nen-expatriate 
officers must necessarily await clarificatien of the 
censtitutienal arrangements which would replace the 
British administratien on its withdrawal. 


(d) British pelice whese nermal retirin 
benefits are previded under the Felice Ordinance will be 
granted enhanced benefits en premature termination of 


service. 
/(e) 
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| (8) The question ef the terms te be granted 
under (b) and (d) is new under active consideration. 


2. subject te any cemments yeu may wigh te make I 


suggest that yeu sheuld issue en: anneuncemen mn 
abeve lines at the appropriate moment, which might be 
abeut twenty-four heurs after eur attitude has been made 
_ Clear at New Yerk, . . ey en 


[Ends } 


<7 
«< 
» 
o> 
= | 
=~ 
© 
ba | 
. «4 
= 
mm. 
<3 
ce 
ao 
ar 
© 
m 
© 
° 
E 
i~ 
i=] 
wi 
= 
oO 
2 
Cc 
©o 
r 4 
r 4 


Newbe £5750 592 of 


TELEGRAM FROM 
fl nm “A oF, i, 


No. ra 
Dated 
iF 


Received Z £ om 7. 
in Registry \ | ZL 
a. Ae 


Last Paper. 
c aes 


699 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed. ) 


jy, 


.Next Paper. 


aa 
nar/n0r/n YY 


bo een 12 
: i 
| E 8959 | 
; | 


dipera! f. folk Vi rip ; | 


ree menee 


bts Y Vr Alt oe AN 
we ly npl al fe Mt! . me y, POPU: dpitat 


ae Pe ‘s (i fic o tofinealen of ty Aa eine lyf 
/ pe hilly A wthad 


(Minutes) 
Our Satemen- har ae Vien 
Ataree N Brrty of i credbhy : and 
Wen Ow Mesh ab New Yok 
Seem bh be Anthle Sri ve 


WA realh, leave | 


| 
3 4 


Yor 10 CF 3 - : [ £92 “fo 4 f| | ht Mach. Mice . 
eo WM en ve ee fy! tel OLS) ig Ls ef . , 
oh . 


Ke st 


NOOWOT ‘391420 GN0D3u J1VAAd 3HL -4O LHD IMAd09 


Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1 


FROM NEW YORK 10 FOREIGN. OFFICE 


(From United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations) 


No. 2657 De 8.36 pom. 26th September, 1947 


26th September,1947 R. 2.45 aem. 27th September, 1947 
Repeated to Washington (Saving) 


88888 
IMPORTANT 


SECRET 
Your telegram No. 3168. . 
Following for Mathieson, Colonial Office from Martin. 


Please arrange for text of announcement to be 
ieee ed here and inform me of time of releass, 
be convenient to refer to, it as confirmation 
of ainoerity of Secre of State's referenge to 
ossibility of withdrawa Fantastic interpretation 
gested by Horowitz of J ewish 
Agency bis aoe cae dice’ s Government wish to 
create art ; ces. ck with a view ue maintaining 


status quo an Cpalestin 
[Copies sent to Colonial Office] 
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